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 READ in Beauty Bookmobile brings 
books to children in rural communities 

 By Jody Wilson
Diné Bureau

jwilson@gallupindependent.com 

    GANADO, Ariz. — Chinle Planting Hope is a nonprofit 
organization looking to bring the magic of reading with their 
R.E.A.D. (Read, Empower, Adventure, Dream) in Beauty 
Bookmobile. The grassroots organization out of Chinle, 

launched its library-on-wheels project a little over a year ago and has 
made various stops on the Navajo Nation.

“This year, we have really been out in the communities,” said Janice 
Dunn, President and Executive Director of Chinle Planting Hope. “So 
we have gone to Rock Point, Tsaile, most of our local schools, and 
Ganado has been welcoming us. Our bookmobile is available for all 
communities, events and schools – if they want to have us, we’ll be on 
their site.”

 Jody Wilson/Independent 

 Carmelita Austin and her daughters Skylar and Dinay Curtis browse 
books on display outside the R.E.A.D. (Read, Empower, Adventure, 
Dream) in Beauty Bookmobile in Ganado, Arizona, Thursday.  

 Jody Wilson/Independent 

the bookmobile. The wrap on the bookmobile was designed by illustrator Jonathan Nelson who authored “First Laugh – Welcome, Baby!” 

All levels of bookworms welcome

See READ in Beauty Bookmobile, Page 5

By Graham Lee Brewer
Associated Press 

    The Biden administration will be 
allocating more than $120 million to tribal 
governments to fight the impacts of climate 
change, the Department of the Interior 
announced Thursday. The funding is de-
signed to help tribal nations adapt to climate 
threats, including relocating infrastructure.

Indigenous peoples in the U.S. are among 
the communities most affected by severe cli-
mate-related environmental threats, which 
have already negatively impacted water 

resources, ecosystems and traditional food 
sources in Native communities in every 
corner of the U.S.

“As these communities face the increas-
ing threat of rising seas, coastal erosion, 

tation from other extreme weather events, 
our focus must be on bolstering climate 
resilience, addressing this reality with the 
urgency it demands, and ensuring that tribal 
leaders have the resources to prepare and 
keep their people safe is a cornerstone of 
this administration,” Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland, a member of the Pueblo of Lagu-

Indigenous peoples represent 5% of the 
world’s population, but they safeguard 80% 
of the world’s biodiversity, according to 
Amnesty International. In the U.S., federal 
and state governments are relying more on 
the traditional ecological knowledge of In-
digenous peoples to minimize the ravages of 
climate change, and Haaland said ensuring 
that trend continues is critical to protecting 
the environment.

“By providing these resources for tribes 
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ton in March 2017. The Interior Department will be 

funding is designed to help tribal nations adapt to 
climate threats, including relocating infrastructure. 

 Interior Department to give tribal nations 
$120M to fight climate-related threats 

 By Vida Volkert
Staff writer
vvolkert@gallupindependent.com 

    GALLUP — A late win-
ter storm system over Arizo-
na and western New Mexico 
has brought snow and heavy 
winds to the region. Hazard-
ous conditions on major roads 
and higways are expected to 
last through Saturday.

The National Weather Ser-
vice has issued a severe weath-
er warning that will remain in 
effect until 6 a.m. Saturday.

Heavy snow and strong 
winds gusting as high as 55 
mph are expected in the area, 
including the Chuska Moun-
tain region, according to the 
alert. The hazardous conditions 
could impact the Friday morn-
ing and evening commutes.

Gusty winds could bring 
down tree branches and create 
white out conditions as they 
blow snow across the area.

Motorists are advised to 
check road conditions before 
heading on the roads.

Weather authorities advise 
motorists to keep an extra 

the vehicle in case of an emer-
gency. For the latest road con-
ditions dial 511 or 1-800-432-
4269, or visit nmroads.com. 
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culty on NM State Road 
602 due to ice on the road 
and withe out conditions 
Wednesday afternoon. The 
National Weather Service 
has issued a weather alert 
for the area due to a late 

ed to last until Saturday 
morning.  

 Severe 
weather 
alert for 
the area 

 By Vida Volkert
Staff writer
vvolkert@gallupindependent.com 

    ZUNI — A 51-year-old 
Zuni man accused of sex-
ually abusing two children 

between 
the ages of 
6 and 8 is 
facing up 
to 15 years 
in prison.

Rodney 
Waikaniwa 
recently 
pleaded 
guilty in 
federal 
court in 

Albuquerque to two counts 
of abusive sexual contact. At 
sentencing, under the terms 
of the agreement, he faces 
a minimum of ten years in 
prison up to a maximum of 
15 years.

Waikaniwa, an enrolled 
member of Zuni Pueblo, will 
remain in custody pending 
sentencing, which has not 
been scheduled.

Two victims
A federal grand jury 

indicted Waikaniwa on May 
24, 2023. According to pub-
licly available court records, 
between Sept. 2, 2000, and 
Sept. 20, 2001, Waikaniwa 

victim, Jane Doe 1 with the 
intent of gratifying his own 
sexual desire. At the time, 
Jane Doe 1 was only about 8 
years old.

Between Jan. 1, 2013, and 
Dec. 31, 2015, Waikaniwa 
intentionally touched a sec-
ond victim, Jane Doe 2, with 
sexual intent. At the time, 
Jane Doe 2 was approximate-
ly 6 years old.

According to the plea 
agreement, Waikaniwa sex-

at her residence in Zuni, and 
the second child at another 
residence at Zuni Pueblo.

Must register 
as a sex offender

After serving time in jail, 
Waikaniwa will be on super-
vised release of no less than 

will be required to register as 
a sex offender.

The Gallup Resident 
Agency of the FBI Albuquer-

this case with assistance 
from the Zuni Police Depart-
ment. Assistant United States 
Attorney Mark A. Probasco 
is prosecuting the case.

The FBI is asking the pub-
lic to report sexual predators, 
even if the offenses took 
place years ago, by contact-
ing the FBI at 505-889-1300 
or submitting tips online at 
tips.fbi.gov. 

 Zuni man 
faces up 
to 15 years 
for abusing 
2 children 

Waikaniwa

 The Associated Press 

    SANTA FE — Flawed 
tactics and poor communi-
cations were among the key 
findings of a New Mexico 
State Police internal review 
of the deadly shooting of 
an officer who unknowing-
ly stopped an armed drug 
suspect while he was being 
tracked by federal agents as 
part of an undercover opera-
tion in February 2021.

The report released 
Wednesday provides excru-
ciating detail — partially 
drawn from dashboard and 
body-worn camera footage 

Darian Jarrott. He was killed 

The report also describes 

suspect Omar Cueva-Felix 
after a 40-mile vehicle chase 
and a shootout with authori-

ties in Las Cruces.
It concludes that two U.S. 

Homeland Security Inves-
tigations agents and a State 
Police supervisor provided 

whether the supervisor re-
ceived “full disclosure” about 
Cueva-Felix’s criminal histo-
ry and an HSI plan to arrest 
him along the interstate.

“Omar Cueva-Felix killed 

and unfortunately, we cannot 

change that,” New Mexi-
co State Police Chief Troy 
Weisler said in a statement 
that accompanied the release 
of the report.

Policy changes
The chief said the review 

resulted in several internal 
departmental policy changes 
and discussions about pos-
sible alternative actions and 
tactics for certain situations.

“The highlighting of mis-
takes by different individuals 
involved in the incident and 
noting areas for improvement 
is done solely to learn and 

safely,” Weisler said.

New Mexico State Police 

duty in more than 30 year. 
A father of four, he became 

after working as a state trans-

portation inspector.
The incident spawned 

multiple lawsuits that allege 
both HSI and Jarrott’s su-
periors were negligent and 

Cueva-Felix’s dangerous-
ness beforehand. A feder-
al judge in Albuquerque 
dismissed one of the cases 
last July with a ruling 
that the government was 
immune from liability.

A State Police super-

visor had asked Jarrott to 

 Report finds flawed tactics, poor communication in a probe of NM trooper’s death 
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expanded its outreach using their bookmobile.

Jody Wilson/Independent

This Thursday photo shows the R.E.A.D. (Read, Empower, Adventure, Dream) in Beauty Bookmo-

The library on wheels holds shelves full of books for all ages.

Climate change

Continued from Page 1

NM trooper

Continued from Page 1 READ in Beauty Bookmobile

Continued from Page 1

On Thursday, they stopped by Hubbell’s Trading 
Post in Ganado to register locals for library cards. 
They have now issued over 1,000 cards out of their 
colorful bookmobile. The wrap on the bookmobile 
was designed by illustrator Jonathan Nelson who 
authored “First Laugh – Welcome, Baby!”

“All books here are free, all you do is sign up. 
There’s no penalty, you can return your books back 
in if you want to. If you love your books, you can 
keep them but when you do return your books, we 
have a little incentive,” said Dunn.

All ages welcome
Dunn said they offer a variety of books and all 

bookworms are welcome.
“Children, adults and elderly are welcome,” said 

Dunn. “A lot of community members really enjoy it. 
We have over 1,000 books. We get donation books, 
we get grants and a lot of times we have donations 
coming in from our own communities. The schools 
and people drop off books.”

Dunn said the bene ts of reading are manyfold.
“Literacy is important and we want to give every 

kid out there a book so they can start reading to help 
set themselves up for a better future,” said Dunn.

She shared her personal story of how reading 
improved her son’s con dence.

“It took him out of his shell, out of being shy. He 
likes to read now. Before, his teacher was telling me 
that he was really shy in school and class. Now his 
hand is the rst one to go up to read out loud,” said 
Dunn.

A nice bonding activity
Skylar and Dinay Curtis browsed the shelves and 

picked out a book. Their mother, Carmelita Austin 
said this was not their rst time in the bookmobile.

“I already knew about it. We rst noticed them 
here during Christmas or Thanksgiving when they 
had an event happening, that’s how we found out 
about the bookmobile,” said Austin.

Austin said reading is a good opportunity to bond 
with family.

“It’s important for their vocabulary. Both of us 
learn sometimes, we have to Google what a word 

means so that’s one thing that we enjoy doing to-
gether,” said Austin. “It doesn’t matter what kind of 
books, sometimes we read scary books and then all 
the way down to cartoon stuff. We try to gure out 
the meaning behind the story.”

Austin said as a family, they will de nitely return 
to the bookmobile and she encourages others to 
check it out.

‘Good for everyone’
“It’s really nice and exciting that they have this. 

It’s all new and I really do like it. I wish more people 
knew about it. So they can come out and have their 
kids take a look at and check out books. It’s a really 

good program for everyone,” said Austin.
Dunn said the Bookmobile is open every Tuesday 

and Friday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. next to Chinle Me-
morial Baptist Church on South Hwy 191 in Chinle. 
The next stop will be in Tsaile, Arizona, March 25.

Chinle Planting Hope has other programs and 
initiatives including a community garden, farmers 
market, imagination station, bike shop, and thrift 
store. Upcoming community events will be an-
nounced on their Facebook page. Dunn said dona-
tions are always welcome and can be made through 
their website.

Information: 
chinleplantinghope.com

pull over Cueva-Felix at the behest of federal agents. The 
request was made after the suspect sold a large quantity of 
drugs to an undercover agent, showed off a large ri e and 
told them he wasn’t going back to prison.

Cueva-Felix, 40, of Deming, had what authorities de-
scribed as an extensive criminal history in California and 
was known to carry rearms.

Ambushed and shot multiple times
The fatal traf c stop occurred the afternoon of Feb. 

4, 2021, on I-10, about 15 miles east of Deming. Within 
minutes, Jarrott was ambushed and shot multiple times. 
Cueva-Felix then led authorities on a chase that ended with 
him being killed in Las Cruces during a shootout that also 
injured a city police of cer.

Eric McLoughlin, acting special agent in charge of 
Homeland Security Investigations El Paso, said in a state-
ment provided to the Albuquerque Journal that the agency 
is reviewing the report and the committee’s recommenda-
tions regarding joint enforcement actions. He also reiterat-
ed the agency’s condolences for Jarrott’s death.

McLoughlin said the New Mexico State Police is among 
many law enforcement agencies with which his agency 
works and special agents are often embedded as task force 
members with other local, state and federal law enforce-
ment agencies.

According to the review, no State Police of cers were at 
an of cial operation brie ng and Jarrott was not included 
in text messages with federal agents about the plan. It also 
noted that there was no incident command structure in 
place, even though two agencies and different HSI ele-
ments were working in cities 60 miles apart.

The review also found that Jarrott didn’t appear to pick 
up on “danger cues” after stopping Cueva-Felix and should 
have “changed his tactics” once he spotted a handgun on 
the suspect’s hip.

to plan and implement climate risk, implement climate resil-
ience programs in their own communities, we can better meet 
the needs of each community and support them in incorporat-
ing Indigenous knowledge when addressing climate change,” 
she said.

The department has adopted a policy on implementing 
Indigenous knowledge, said Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
Bryan Newland, a citizen of the Bay Mills Indian Community. 
“We are also investing in tribes’ ability to use their knowledge 
to solve these problems and address these challenges close to 
home,” he said.

The funding will come from President Joe Biden’s In-
vesting in America agenda, which draws from the In ation 
Reduction Act, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and annual 
appropriations.

The largest amount awarded 
The funding is the largest annual amount awarded through 

the Tribal Climate Resilience Annual Awards Program, which 
was established in 2011 to help tribes and tribal organizations 
respond to climate change. It will go toward the planning and 
implementation projects for climate adaptation, communi-
ty-led relocation, ocean management, and habitat restoration.

The injection of federal funding is part of Biden’s commit-
ment to working with tribal nations, said Tom Perez, a senior 
adviser to the president, and it underscores the administra-
tion’s recognition that in the past the U.S. has left too many 
communities behind. “We will not allow that to happen in the 
future,” he said.

In 2022, the administration committed $135 million to 11 
tribal nations to relocate infrastructure facing climate threats 
like wild res, coastal erosion and extreme weather. It could 
cost up to $5 billion over the next 50 years to address cli-
mate-related relocation needs in tribal communities, accord-
ing to a 2020 Bureau of Indian Affairs study.

Jody Wilson/Independent

The Associated Press

 SANTA FE — The New Mexico Supreme Court on 
Thursday granted a new trial for two day care workers in 
the 2017 death of a 1-year-old girl left in a hot car and the 
serious injury of another toddler.

The high court said in a news release that it reversed the 
child abuse convictions of Mary Taylor and her adult daugh-
ter Sandi Taylor after it found that the jury was given a set of 
confusing instructions at their joint trial in 2019.

Attorneys listed in court records for the mother and 
daughter did not immediately respond to emailed requests 
for comment.

The Taylors, both of Portales, New Mexico, operated a li-
censed day care center in their home. Each was sentenced to 
36 years in prison for reckless child abuse but were released 
from custody in 2020 as they appealed their convictions.

In July 2017, the Taylors drove a group of children to a 
nearby park for lunch and playtime. Two of the children, 
both girls younger than 2, were left in the hot car for nearly 
three hours, authorities said.

The high temperature in Clovis near Portales was 95 
degrees Fahrenheit that day.

One of the girls died the same day at a hospital. The other 
survived but was expected to face lifelong physical challeng-
es.

At trial, according to the high court’s decision, the jury 
had been provided with an “and/or” list of factors to consid-
er, including whether the day care workers had failed to do 
a proper headcount, whether they drove the children without 
prior permission from the state’s child protective services 
agency, “and/or” whether they failed to remove the girls 
from the car.

The high court said the list, in that format, “provided 
for alternative ways for the jury to nd that the defendants 
committed child abuse” without requiring the jury to unani-
mously agree on the conduct that led to a guilty verdict.

NM day care workers’ 
convictions reversed  
in 2017 death of  
toddler inside hot car


